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HARTMANN&FORBES Introduces New Additions to Michael S. Smith Collection

MARCH 2021 (TUALATIN, OR) – HARTMANN&FORBES announces new additions to 
the highly successful Michael S. Smith Collection that originally launched two years 
ago. These two new designs embrace the organic nature inherent in all 
HARTMANN&FORBES products.

“The original Michael S. Smith collection was remarkably successful,” explains 
founder and chief creative officer Michael Jones. “When Michael expressed interest 
in collaborating once again to expand the collection, it was an irresistible 
proposition.”

The additions include one new embroidered wallcovering and one new Woven-to-
Size Grassweave windowcovering, both in three complementary colorways.

WALLCOVERING

Madeleine - At once romantic and refined, the Madeleine wallcovering was inspired 
by a fern motif often used by Madeleine Castaing, the iconic 20th-century French 
designer and antiques dealer. Natural sisal is meticulously embroidered in a palette 
of sage, linden, and teal, creating a dimensional pattern of interlocking ferns, which 
is framed by a crisp windowpane grid. The wallcovering’s lyrical pattern and earthy 
colors pair perfectly with the Jacob Stripe windowcovering. 

WINDOWCOVERING

Jacob Stripe - Lustrous, textural ramie is handwoven in a variegated-stripe pattern 
that recalls the charming scalloped shop awnings found in French seaside villages. 
Its relaxed, sun-washed look and soft-hued palette provide the perfect complement 
to the Madeleine wallcovering.

ABOUT HARTMANN&FORBES

HARTMANN&FORBES is the world’s leader in ethically crafted, Handwoven Natural 
shades. Offered exclusively to Interior Designers worldwide, the company’s 
sustainable products are distributed through a network of U.S. and international 
trade showrooms. 

For each of the last nine years, the company has been selected as one of Oregon 
Business Magazine’s Top 100 Green Companies.



Jacob Stripe Woven-to-Size Grassweave Windowcovering – Linden,
Madeleine Handcrafted Wallcovering - Linden 



Madeleine Handcrafted Wallcovering – Linden, Teal, Sage

HANDCRAFTED WALLCOVERING 



Jacob Stripe Woven-to-Size Grassweave Windowcovering – Teal, Sage, Linden

NATURAL WINDOWCOVERING



HARTMANN&FORBES Introduces New Additions to Michael S. Smith Collection

Series Name Colorways Type Width Content

Jacob Stripe

Madeleine

3

3

Windowcovering 180” Ramie

Wallcovering 36” Sisal
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Michael S. Smith is one of the most sought-after talents in 
the design industry today. With an international roster of 
high-profile residential, hospitality, and commercial clients, 
he is known for an effortless blend of all-American 
modernism and European classicism—always fresh, 
always surprising, always evolving. 

A California native, Smith studied interior architecture at 
Otis College of Art and Design in Los Angeles, followed by 
graduate work at the Victoria and Albert Museum Study 
Centre in London. He has received numerous accolades 
throughout his career, including being continuously named 
to the AD100 and Elle Decor’s A-List, and he was honored 
by the Hispanic Society of America with his partner, James 
Costos, the former ambassador to Spain and Andorra; 

they received the organization’s 2016 Sorolla Medal in recognition of their extraordinary 
support of Spanish art and culture. Smith was also the 2018 recipient of the distinguished 
Arthur Ross Award for Excellence in the Field of Interior Design from the Institute of 
Classical Architecture & Art. 

From 2008 through 2016, Smith worked with President Barack Obama and First Lady 
Michelle Obama on the design of the private quarters of the White House, as well as the 
refurbishment of some of its State Rooms, and their focus on showcasing works by a 
diverse group of artists and artisans was both groundbreaking and highly acclaimed. In 
2010 Smith was appointed by President Obama to the Committee for the Preservation 
of the White House and he now serves on the Design Advisory Team for the Obama 
Presidential Center in Chicago. 

Smith’s extensive Jasper collection of fabric, wall coverings, furniture, and accessories 
and his Templeton line of fabrics are available at his showrooms in L.A. and Madrid and in 
multiline showrooms across America. The designer has published five books with Rizzoli: 
Elements of Style (2007), Houses (2008), Kitchens and Baths (2011), Building Beauty 
(2013), and The Curated House: Creating Style, Beauty, and Balance (2015). His latest 
book, Designing History: The Extraordinary Art & Style of the Obama White House, was 
released in September 2020. It documents Smith’s extraordinary collaboration with the 
Obamas through extensive photography, behind-the-scenes stories, and rich archival 
material. The book places the Obama White House within the context of the building's 
storied past and its evolution over the past two centuries, chronicling the process of 
updating the country's most symbolic residence and revealing how Smith's collaboration 
on the decoration, showcasing of art, and style of entertaining reflected the youthful 
spirit of the first family and their vision of a more progressive, inclusive American society. 
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