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Blinds
“interestinal wood blind categories has stayed relatvely constant
over the pas few years,” says Brown, “Wie typcally

purely because theyofferan earthy nd arganic ookt thehome”
According to Vos, one of the fastestgrouing categories is
motorized wood bind, especilly ones for arge windows. "With
Noble added wood binds toits Smart Shades motorzed prcuct
ofeing st fol.

One of the exciing things about modern binds i the huge range

of paint andstain colors.“The clor selection can mke  product
g0 from modem to traditonsl and ft into 2 specfc trend.” says

Ipasins | N

Shutters
Interet in shutters has stayed steady in recent years —which i
0 say they remain a popular window coverng choice, both for

Chavr. For
and 3 tone-ortone decorative lacier tape on a wood bind can
modemize i, while selecting a mahogany fiish with a more
decorative valance and decoratve ape could be best suited in
more traditions|seting”

“ARer 2 great demand for light wooden binds for many years,
darkcolored woo i increasingly popular” says Vos. Coulise
recently added 3 gray tone 1o it wood and bambao prodiucts,
which i being very welbreceved nthe US, market.

inteiors and from
tond o flock o natural cedar shuttrs,says Keith Davis, retalsaes
manager for Southen Shutter Company in Montgomery, AL They

purchase them morefo theiraesthetic vlue

Composite shuters made from materiassuchas PVC and fberglass
seem to be gaining ground, though. This has to do with the
perception tha they e casir to maintain. A qualty cedar shutter
can ast for 150 years i i propery cared for,Davs says "Bt just
ke the rest of your house, they have to be ainted and malntained

Whatever e
a besutfl final that

finshes may look diferent 02 varying types of blinds.“Depending.
on the wood, the firish il be absorbed diferently,and ithin the

I terms of style, “Ciean, Shakerstye shotters to coincide with
"says Wadison

his

fniches” For consumers concemed about. green products and
indoorair qualt,speciy lovVOC fiishes.

Although weod blinds are idea or early every room, be arefl
shout using gencine wood blinds in spaces that are humd—for

interstingy though. have lso seenshutters with a combination
ofstyes beig uses for instanc, & raise panel with a lowred
detailfor it something difeent:

Exterior shutters have aditionlly been painted a darker color

sy Brown.
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says Wilr
and more naturs lements o ther extriors, o keeping the
Shutters inthernaturs raw wood stte s on the rse”

One o the biggest hanges o interio shutersis that the louvers

those with hidden conrol rod atached totherearofthe louvers

Ensuring shottersare the correc size and shape and are mounted
corecty is paramount,says Miler. Trink of the windows s the
eyes of the Home and the shutters s theeyebros to understand
theimpact Ifthe shuters ae ncorrel placed, zed o designed,
theycan vinthe apped f the entire home”
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The Wonderful
World of

Wood Window
Treatments

BY SOPHIA BENNETT

treatments are here to stay. This enduring class of window
coverings offers beautifl aesthetis and terrific function. Wood
treatments are widely available and versatile, able to. help
homeowners meet a range of goals.

Wood is  perfect fit with consumers’ desire for more earthyooking producs.
“The warm and natural feeling wooden window treatments add to a space
cannot be created by any other material” says Jop Vos, managing director of
Coulisse, based in the Netherlands. “Wooden window treatments give every
Besides, woad

venetian blinds allow you to create any type of ight and privacy. While they

Consumers excited about green home products may be drawn to things like

products are a perfect option
bleresource;”says Morica
le in Corona, CA. ust make

see “Green Woods” on page 26

o DenverbasedStanesice,
Shades oo window produtsbecaise
Wovn wood shades are tending pwardright v, v 8 vt g T ot
by s f s kst e, o Wi [ oo o
el i o erandio b s Gt [ ey anbeacsptiona
g itoncal wove wonts e st popole Seng

Cotins o s s i besth founed i Wi
the increased interest, | find that natural shades are purchased J 14 world of wood window
across the nation and in numerous age demographics,” she three main categories—blinds,

MikeJones ounder and CEO of Hartmann& Forbes in Tualatin,
OR,says younger consurmers are especially excited sbout the
company’s products Millemials are mare intereted i the
story of how the shades are made and mre el to seck out
sustainable prociucts.

When peaple. envsion woven wood shade, they typiclly
piture the tradionsl bamboo or matctick varieties. But SON | 3
there are many more cptions avalable todoy. With the vision | 31
Contnued interest in the categry, supplers have expanded
materisls and e ar seing mare dathike fshes made of
rans weaves and sk says Hummel. “These closely resemble

romanshad

CEarlyin ourcompany’s histony, we made the stategicdecision
st heavly in our knowedge of piant fbers and

hyacinth and  uler ofother materil.

Whileshades in mullie styles are popular“in general,we see
fegant and lghtweight

gement st no charge fo the design
commnity”

Hummelrecommendlusing aliner on woven wood reatments.
“Host common sl with these shades come rom aging,Due.
t0the use of natugfl mateias, they are mre prone to dying,
cracking or warplf, and bieaching from the sun. A ner wil
slow this procegffbut it wil tll appen over time” She also
notes that shademateralsmay require edge binding
toprevent v and damage tothe shade.
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